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Dec. 10, 1996
UM COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY OFFERS NEW W ELDING TECHNOLOGY DEGREE 
.MISSOULA -
The technological age has changed the world of welding so much that The University of 
Montana—Missoula College of Technology has expanded its welding technology program to ensure its 
students are among the top entering the work force.
The Montana Board of Regents of Higher Education last month approved a plan for the 
College of Technology to boost its certificate-level, one-year welding technology program into a 
two-year degree program.
The new program incorporates more technical aspects which have developed in welding 
processes and in the advent of metal alloys, said Dennis Lerum, dean of the College of Technology.
"The industry has gotten so technical in the last number of years that the content had to be 
looked at," Lerum said, "We didn’t feel we were adequately preparing the graduates for what they’d 
find in the employment setting."
The new program is actually a scaled-back version of what could be offered. Lerum said the 
content added to the program had to be prioritized to keep it within the two-year time frame.
Lerum said he cannot predict when the degree will be offered because it hasn’t received 
funding from UM yet. Lerum said a best-case scenario would allow the course to be offered as early 
as autumn semester 1997, but without funding the program is in limbo.
Contact: Dennis Lerum, dean of the College of Technology of The University of 
Montana—Missoula, (406) 243-7851.
BLS
Local media, specialized western 
Newcot.rl
m
